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BION M. GREGORY

January 31, 2001

Honorable James L. Brulte
305 State Capitol

GOVERNOR: EMERGENCY POWERS: POWER PLANTS - #7607

Dear Senator Brulte:

You have asked whether the Governor, when a state of emergency has been declared
under the California Emergency Services Act (Ch. 7 (commencing with Sec. 8550), Div. 1,
Title 2, Gov. C.), may waive state environmental statutes and regulations as they apply to
power plants. |

We have concluded that the Governor, when a state of emergency has been declared
under the California Emergency Services Act (Ch. 7 (commencing with Sec. 8550), Div. 1,
Title 2, Gov. C), may waive state environmental statutes and regulations as they apply to

power plants as long as that action is immediare, is intended to mitigate the effects of an
emergency, and is limited to the duration of the emergency.

Very truly yours,

Bion M. Grf:gnry

Legislative Counsel
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By
Ben E. Dale
Deputy Legislative Counsel

BED:sjm



